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11. Who is the Real Guru?

1. 0 twice-born one/ go, go swiftly to
Sankara,2 the ocean of wisdom, (1:2:7)
Guru of the gurus of the Wise/ (1:2: 55) and
make Sankara (your) Guru. (1:2: 46) Get^
0 get the mature devotion to Hari of which
the Vaishnavas speak, the axe that severs the
world's tough bonds; (1:2:7) for mature
devotion to Hari is the means for overcoming
the world.4 (1:2: 47)

2. He who would know (God) through
devotion must at all costs resort to a spiritual
Guide intent on refining the mind, a God-
knower whose body ever since the time of
total ruin has been cleansed from the band of
foes, (one) most excellent and full of devotion
to Krishna^s two lotus feet, . . . acquainted

1 Those born from the womb, physically, are the ' once-born ' ;

those who have received the * sacred thread ' and so been initiated
into Hindu, society as fit for teaching are the * twice-born '; those
who have received instruction from the Guru and so have come to
God are the * thrice-born '. Narada is here being sent to the Guru
for initiation into the true indna, which leads to devotion [bhakti).

2 The deity Siva, Vishnu's greatest devotee, who resides in a
Himalayan ashram, where He ever meditates on His Lord. As
the great Ascetic, Siva often appears in the role of Guru in
Hindu scriptures. Here. of course, there is no reference to the
.great philosopher of the 8th ceniury, Sri Sankaracharya.

3 or: Gnostic (jnani).

4 Ut: the boat for crossing over (the ocean of) the world.